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Parks  
Provide 
Low Cost 
Outdoor 
Recreation to 
Wood County 

Park Expenditures in Wood County
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Indicator #15 

Key Facts 

 Parks operation budgets 
have steadily increased in 
the past four years. 

 Park capital expenditures 
fluctuate depending on 
budget constraints and 
projects being under 
taken. 

 Biking and hiking trails 
have steadily increased 
from 19.7 miles in 2002 to 
39.5 miles in 2005. 

 There were 270 miles of 
snowmobile and ATV 
trails in Wood County in 
2005. 

 YMCA’s, Boys and Girls 
Clubs and numerous other 
clubs also offer 
recreational activities for 
county residents. 

 The Marshfield Parks 
Department also operates 
the county fairgrounds 
and an exceptionally large 
award-winning zoo.

Why is this Information Important? 
City and county parks provide an array of leisure activities 
for all age groups at little or no cost to the park patron.

Park Systems in Wood County 
Wood County, Marshfield City and Wisconsin Rapids 
City each operate substantial park systems with their own 
facilities, objectives and budgets.  These park systems are 
funded through taxes, fees, donations, grants, state aid and 
timber sales revenue.  In addition, there are numerous 
village and town parks, recreational facilities, picnic 
shelters and camping areas. 

The Wood County Parks System includes 8 parks totaling 
2,789 acres.  The county parks provide an abundance of 
outdoor active recreation such as swimming, ATV and 
snowmobile riding, cross-country and hiking trails, 
downhill skiing, downhill tubing, boating and fishing.   

The cities of Marshfield and Wisconsin Rapids have 33 
parks spanning 489 acres.  They consist of small 
neighborhood parks and play fields, community parks for 
large gatherings and events, ball diamonds, fair parks and 
small garden type parks.  Biking and hiking trails have 
become popular in recent years. 

Source:  Wood County, Marshfield, Wisconsin Rapids, Pittsville and 
Hewitt Park Departments 

City and County Parks 

Leisure License 
Sales 
Reflect 
Popularity of 
Outdoor 
Recreational 
Opportunities in 
Wood County 

Leisure Licenses Sold in Wood County 
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Fishing 20,131 22,378 21,983 25,120 24,838 24,711

Hunting* 31,516 31,109 30,303 39,883 42,096 42,716

ATV 2,322 2,661 3,627 3,989 4,468 4,661

Snowmobile NA NA NA 3,736 3,493 3,292

Boat** 10,540 9,578 9,419 9,984 9,753 9,494

*2002 and after Bonus Deer Permits and Early and exterior Goose 
Permits became available. 
**1999 – by owner residence, 2000 and after by boat location. 

Indicator #16 

Key Facts 
 In 2004, 84,874 leisure 

licenses were sold in 
Wood County.  The 
licenses were purchased 
primarily by Wisconsin 
residents and used in or 
near Wood County.

 ATV numbers have been 
steadily increasing, while 
snowmobile numbers have 
declined since 2002.

 Hunting licenses have 
increased since 1999, 
while fishing licenses 
have leveled off.

 In the five years since 
1999, turkey stamp 
purchases have increased 
86%.

 In 2004, out of the 24,711 
fishing licenses sold, 
1,150 were sold to out-of-
state purchasers.

Why is this Information Important? 
Wood County is full of natural resources for year-round 
outdoor leisure activities.  Utilizing and promoting the 
lakes, rivers, trails and other natural resources within the 
county can boost the recreational and economic aspects of 
our quality of life. 

Leisure License Sales 
Fishing, hunting, boating and all-terrain vehicles (ATV’s) 
– (activities requiring a license issued by the Wisconsin 
DNR) – represent some of the many outdoor activities 
enjoyed by Wood County residents throughout the year. 

Outdoor enthusiasts can canoe the Wisconsin River, or 
boat on several lakes.  Hunters can track deer, bear, 
turkey, and other game.  Residents can ride snowmobile 
and ATV’s on the county’s numerous public access lands 
and trails.  Along with legal licensure, the DNR also 
provides regulations and safety tips for each of these 
activities. 

The numbers provided here represent licenses sold in 
Wood County each year.  The leisure licenses can be used 
anywhere in Wisconsin.  The numbers are an indicator of 
the popularity of outdoor recreation in Wood County. 

Source:  Wisconsin DNR 

Leisure License Sales 
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