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Indicator #19 

Key Facts 

 The average ACT score 
for public and private 
schools in Wood County 
is consistently in line with 
the State average. 

 Students are allowed to 
retake the ACT with only 
the highest score being 
recorded. 

 Throughout Wisconsin, 
57% of 2004-2005 high 
school seniors took the 
ACT. 

 In Wood County, 59.5% 
of 1,197 public school and 
100% of 66 private school 
seniors took the ACT. 

Why is this Information Important? 
The knowledge gained from kindergarten through twelfth 
grade will greatly impact the future of our youth.  
Measurements of a student’s accumulated knowledge 
assist in predicting future successes that reflect on the 
quality of life. 

The Enhanced American College Test (ACT) 
The ACT assesses educational development during the  
K-12 educational experience.  This optional test is 
typically taken by college-bound students in their junior or 
senior year.  The ACT is an entrance requirement for the 
UW System and many other colleges and universities.  
Some private and out-of-state colleges may require an 
alternative test, the SAT.  The ACT is not required for 
admission to a two-year Wisconsin Technical College. 

The test consists of four subject areas: English, 
mathematics, reading, and science reasoning.  Each 
portion of the test has a maximum score of 36.  The 
composite score is the weighted average of the four 
subject specific scores. 

Typically, students who take a rigorous college 
preparatory curriculum will score better on the ACT.  
Composite score averages are influenced by the 
percentage of students who opt to take the test. 
Sources: WI DPI; individual Wood County area school districts

American College Test (ACT) 
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*Private: No information available on breakdown of activities.

Indicator #20 

Key Facts 

 There are multiple 
benefits to the quality of 
life for those who 
participate in extra-and 
co-curricular activities. 

 Extra- and co-curricular 
activities encourage 
students to broaden, 
develop, and enhance their 
school experiences. 

 Participation in activities 
such as music, athletics, 
arts, and academics 
challenge students to 
further develop their 
minds, bodies, and social 
skills. 

 Students learn what it 
means to be part of a team 
or a group – skills needed 
to become a well-rounded 
member of a community.

Why is this Information Important? 
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) 
defines extra- and co-curricular activities as “school-
sanctioned groups or events that broaden, develop, and 
enhance school experiences in the areas of academics, 
athletics, and music.”  No course credit for these types of 
activities is offered. 

Extra- and Co-Curricular Participation Rates
To arrive at participation rates, schools use an 
unduplicated count of the number of 6th through 12th

grades who take part in activities in the categories of 
academics, athletics, and music.  The overall participation 
rate is often greater than 100 percent since many students 
participate in multiple activities.  For example, a student 
in choir, track, and French Club will be counted once for 
each of the three activities.  This student will then be 
represented three times in the overall rate.  However, if a 
student is involved in the math league and National Honor 
Society, or in swimming and baseball, he or she has been 
counted only once since both activities are included in the 
same broad category. 

Sources: WI DPI; individual Wood County area school districts 

Extra- and Co-Curricular Activities 
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