
38 39

Preventive 
Measures Taken 
to Control 
Communicable 
Diseases

Sexually Transmitted Diseases 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000
Hepatits B 7 3 5 3 1 
Chlamydia 113 96 74 91 97 
Herpes 34 44 30 29 33 
Gonorrhea 7 15 11 4 3 
Syphilis 1 0 3 1 0 
HIV/AIDS 0 0 0 0 0 

Food & Waterborne 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000
E.Coli 0 2 7 1 3 
Salmonella 17 11 9 12 32 
Giardiasis 16 13 15 20 14 
Hepatitis A 1 0 36 0 0 
Vaccine Preventable 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000
Measles 0 0 0 0 0 
Pertussis 15 17 0 0 2 
Haemophilus Influenza 2 1 2 0 0 
Other 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000
Lyme Disease 44 39 59 47 36 
Tuberculosis 1 0 0 0 1 

Indicator #29 

Key Facts 

 State statute requires 
specific diseases be 
reported to local health 
departments. 

 Sexually transmitted 
diseases (STDs) 
accounted for 63% of 
communicable disease 
cases reported in Wood 
County in 2004. 

 The most prevalent 
reported food and 
waterborne illnesses in 
Wood County in 2004 
were Salmonella and 
Giardiasis. 

 Reported cases of 
Pertussis have increased 
dramatically in 2003 and 
2004. 

Why is this Information Important? 
At the turn of the 20th century, communicable diseases 
were the most common cause of mortality. However, with 
advances in sanitation, immunizations and antibiotics 
throughout the 90’s, this is no longer the case. 

Communicable Diseases 
Communicable diseases threaten the quality of life for 
many citizens. They are responsible for significant 
complications, long-term health effects and death. In 
addition, they result in lost days from school or work, 
social stigmatization and economic losses.  

Communicable diseases are illnesses that are contagious 
and typically spread through direct or close contact with 
body fluids, food, water, insects or animals.  

Communicable diseases are divided into various 
categories: vaccine preventable (measles, chickenpox), 
food or waterborne (E. Coli, Salmonella), sexually 
transmitted (Hepatitis B, HIV, Chlamydia), direct/close 
contact (Tuberculosis) or insect/animal transmission 
(Rabies, Lyme Disease).  

Good hygiene and sanitation practice, up-to-date 
immunizations, safe sexual practice and safe needle 
exchange can help to prevent communicable diseases. 

Source: Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services

Communicable Disease 

Wood County 
Health Department 
Recognized 
Need for Injury 
Prevention: 
New Programs 
Implemented 
in 2005 

Number of Preventable Hospitalizations
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Wood County 15 16.8 17.3 16.3 17.6

State of Wisconsin 14.4 15 14.7 14.5 14.5

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Indicator #30 
+

Key Facts 

 In Wood County, the 
greatest percentage of 
preventable 
hospitalizations occurs 
with individuals 65 + 
years of age. 

 In 2002, there were 811 
preventable 
hospitalizations for people 
age 65+ years; the average 
stay was 4.4 days, with an 
average charge of $ 8,215. 

 In 2006, Wood County 
Health Department will 
kick off Wood County 
Safe Kids, an injury 
prevention chapter 
including agencies 
throughout the county. 

Why is this Information Important? 
Many medical conditions can be managed to help prevent 
the need for hospitalizations. Preventive care can reduce 
costly hospitalizations and increase quality of life. 

Preventable Hospitalizations 
A “preventable” hospitalization is one that could have 
been avoided if timely and appropriate care had been 
administered. Examples of diagnoses that are potentially 
avoidable with good out-of-hospital care include asthma, 
diabetes, pneumonia and dehydration. 

Adequate primary and preventive health care with the 
focus on preventing, controlling and/or managing a 
chronic disease or condition can decrease hospitalizations. 
With Wood County consistently having higher rates of 
preventable hospitalizations than the state of Wisconsin, 
Wood County Health Department has recognized the need 
for injury prevention programs.  

In 2005, the Health Department began making program 
changes to include more education and awareness of 
injury prevention. 

Sources: Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services; Wood 
County Health Department 

Preventable Hospitalizations 
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