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Suicide— 
One of the 
Leading Causes of 
Death among 
Wisconsin 
Residents of 
All Ages 

Suicide Rate Percentages
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Key Facts 

 In 2004, males were four 
times more likely to die 
from suicide than females. 

 Suicide rates in 2004 were 
highest among Whites and 
second highest among 
American Indian and 
Native Alaskan men. 

 Nationally, the overall rate 
of youth suicides has 
declined slowly since 
1992. Yet, the rate is still 
unacceptably high. 

 Firearms are the most 
common and lethal means 
of suicide, accounting for 
52% of all suicide deaths 
in Wisconsin. 

Why is this Information Important? 
Suicide is the 11th leading cause of death in the United 
States. The factors that contribute to any particular suicide 
are diverse and complex. 

Suicide 
People take their lives for many different reasons. Often, 
psychological reasons, such as depression or traumatic life 
events contribute to an individual’s decision to commit 
suicide. 

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) report that males 
are more likely to commit suicide than females. However, 
at least twice as many females as males are likely to 
attempt suicide. It is the sixth leading cause of death 
among those 5-14 years of age, and the third leading cause 
of death among those 15-24 years old. Risk factors may 
include depression, bipolar disorder, anxiety disorders, 
drug and/or alcohol use, access to firearms and situational 
stress. 

After a suicide occurs, family members, friends and the 
community must come to terms with their loss and the 
related unanswered questions.  Survivors are often stunned 
and troubled. Over time, grief may diminish and then 
healing can begin. 

Sources:  Department of Health and Family Services; Center for 
Disease Control 

Suicide 

Center for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention 
Recommends 
Blood Lead Level 
Testing for 
Young Children with 
Poisoning Risk 
Factors 

Children Affected by Lead Poisoning
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Wood County Wisconsin

Indicator #32 

Key Facts 

 Wood County consistently 
remains significantly 
lower than the state 
average for percentage of 
children affected by lead 
poisoning. 

 In 2004, 60 % of the one 
and two year old children 
enrolled in the Wood 
County Women, Infant 
and Children (WIC) 
Program received a 
documented blood lead 
test. 

 Paint of homes built 
before 1978 remains on 
the list of suspected lead 
sources.  

 A simple blood test will 
provide enough evidence 
to prove lead poisoning in 
the most vulnerable 
population—our children. 

Why is this Information Important? 
Lead poisoning is caused by ingesting or inhaling lead. 
Even low levels of lead in the blood may damage the 
nervous system, harm hearing, lower IQ scores and make 
learning difficult. High amounts of lead in the 
bloodstream may cause coma, convulsions or death. Lead 
is found in many common environments of children, 
making most children at risk of lead poisoning. 

Lead Testing 
Lead screening consists of a finger poke or needle stick 
for a small blood sample.  Testing a child’s blood is the 
only way to know for certain if a child has an elevated 
blood lead level. Lead has been found in various 
environments: cooking and drinking water traveling 
through lead pipes or lead soldered pipes, contaminated 
soil, food grown in lead polluted soil or food stored in 
dishware containing lead. 

Children who meet any of the following criteria should be 
tested for lead poisoning: living or spending time in a 
home built before 1950; living or spending time in a home 
built before 1978 which is currently undergoing 
renovations; having a sibling or playmate with blood lead 
poisoning; children eligible for, or enrolled in WIC and/or 
medical assistance.
Sources:  Department of Health and Family Services; Wood County 
Department of Health

Lead Poisoning 
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