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Wood County’s 
Eight Municipal 
Water Systems 
Remain Within 
Public Health 
Standards 

Municipal Water Quality Exceedances in 
Eight Wood County Municipalities 

Year Number Contaminate 
1998 One Bacteria 
1999 0 - 
2000 0 - 
2001 One Benzene 
2002 Two Bacteria 
2003 0 - 
2004 0 - 
2005 0 - 

Indicator #36 

Key Facts 

Groundwater in Wood County 
is naturally high in certain 
dissolved minerals. Treatment 
is provided for removal of: 

 Iron (6 of 8 systems)

 Manganese (7 of 8 
systems)

 Corrosivity (6 of 8 
systems)

 Radon (1 system)

 Hydrogen sulfide
 (1 system)

Biron, Marshfield, Milladore, 
Pittsville, and Wisconsin 
Rapids have wellhead 
protection programs to protect 
their drinking water through 
public education and 
awareness activities.

Why is this Information Important? 
A clean, safe drinking water source is necessary for our 
health and well being.  Municipalities that provide a safe, 
contaminant-free water supply to their residents are 
providing an important component for their quality of life.

Eight Wood County municipalities provide drinking water 
to their residents:  Biron, Marshfield, Milladore, Nekoosa, 
Pittsville, Port Edwards, Vesper and Wisconsin Rapids.  
Each must meet stringent EPA and DNR water quality 
standards.  Wells that exceed standards are removed from 
service until the source of contamination is identified and 
repaired. 

A Consumer Confidence Report describing a 
municipality’s water quality is available through each 
municipality, the DNR or off the Internet. 

Wood County Water Treatment Standards 
All municipalities use groundwater for their source.  Each 
municipality provides some treatment to the water before 
it reaches the public for use.  All Wood County public 
water supply systems use chlorine to keep the water 
biologically safe.  Six municipalities add fluoride to the 
water. 

Source:  Wisconsin DNR

Municipal Water Quality 

Private 
Well Owners are 
Responsible for 
Testing Their  
Own 
Water Quality 

Percent of Wells with Problems
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Indicator #37 

Key Facts 

 6% of 2,454 wells tested 
in Wood County since 
1997 have exceeded the 
safe level for nitrates. 

 13% of 2,833 wells in 
Wood County since 1997 
tested positive for 
bacteria. 

 41% of wells tested in 
Wood County since 1997 
tested positive for 
corrosivity. 

 Triazine was detected in 
2% of 828 wells tested in 
Wood County. 

 Contact your Health 
Department, Extension 
Office or Water Utility for 
information on testing 
your drinking water.

Why is the Information Important? 
Many Wood County residents rely on private wells to 
provide water for household use.  Healthy water affects 
our quality of life. 

Private Wells 
The exact number of private wells in Wood County is 
unknown.  Since 1988, at least 4,000 new wells have been 
drilled for private use.  Additional wells have been 
installed using driven points.  It is estimated that over 
15,000 wells exist in the county. 

Nitrate problems are more common in areas with sandy 
soils, shallow water tables, intense crop fertilization or 
closely spaced septic systems.  Bacteria problems occur 
more frequently in wells with mechanical problems such 
as a cracked casing or a missing cap or vent cover.  
Corrosive water occurs in sandy areas and can cause leaky 
pipes.  Triazine is a herbicide found in agricultural areas. 

Well constructors are required by state code to sample for 
bacteria from new wells and to report when a well is 
entered for repair or maintenance.  Testing of wells 
installed by private individuals is voluntary. Testing 
programs are also available through local and county 
agencies.

Sources: Wisconsin DNR; Central Wisconsin Groundwater Center, 
Wells tested since 1997

Private Well Water Quality 
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