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Key Facts 

 A family in Wood County 
with one child pays about 
$5,875 annually for 
regulated child care. 

 In 2004, 50% of the 
parents contacting Child 
Care Resource and 
Referral of Central 
Wisconsin, Inc. requested 
infant care. 

 The child care profession 
experiences high turnover:  
30% in Group Centers and 
50% in Family Child Care 
Programs. 

 In 2004, teachers at child 
care centers in Wood 
County reported earning 
an average wage of 
slightly over $8.50 per 
hour.  

Why is this Information Important? 
The growing percentage of women in the workforce over 
the last 30 years has created an increased demand for child 
care arrangements.  Communities that do not meet the 
demand for quality, affordable child care will negatively 
impact families, children and employers. 

Regulated Child Care 
While there is no single indicator that can accurately 
measure the demand for regulated child care, Wood 
County agencies typically run at nearly full capacity.   

Wood County has a shortage of care for infants, flexible 
hours, special needs and rural care.  Over 70% of 
Wisconsin women, age 16 and older, are in the workforce.  
Analysts predict child care demand will increase by 30 
percent. 

State and local funding is available to subsidize the cost of 
child care.  Many families do not access state subsidies 
due to a lack of knowledge or because of paperwork 
involved. 

Recruitment of child care providers is difficult due to low 
wages.  High quality child care programs need resources 
to pay the full cost of quality child care to attract, train, 
and retain a competent work force.
Source:  Child Care Resource and Referral of Central Wisconsin, Inc.
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Key Facts 

 In 2000, the average 
monthly number of Wood 
County families receiving 
the child care subsidy was 
239. In 2004, the average 
monthly number of 
families was 409. 

 The average State of 
Wisconsin share of child 
care costs per served 
family for June 2005 was 
$739.84.  The average 
family share of the child 
care cost was $80. 

 According to Child Care 
Resource and Referral of 
Central Wisconsin, Inc., 
the average cost for full-
time preschool child care 
in Wood County in March 
2005 was $110 per week. 

Why is this Information Important? 
Many low to moderate income families find it difficult to 
afford child care when working or furthering their 
education. A community with strong financial support for 
subsidized childcare enables parents to improve their 
financial situations, thus enhancing the quality of life for 
children and families.  

Subsidized Child Care 
Child care costs vary depending on the type of setting, 
age, number of children, and other factors.  The Wisconsin 
Shares program enables low-income families to work, 
seek employment, or to attend educational and training 
programs by helping to finance child care expenses.  

In 2000, 72% of children under the age of 6 had both 
parents in the workforce.  

Sources: Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development; Child 
Care Resource and Referral of Central Wisconsin, Inc.; Wood County 
Department of Social Services; 2000 Census 
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