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Transportation, 
Utilities, and 
Telecommunications 
Technology are 
Abundant in  
Wood County

Indicator #8 

Key Facts 
Transportation: 
 Marshfield is located 40 

miles from Interstate 39 & 
60 miles from Interstate 
90/94.  Wisconsin Rapids 
is located 15 miles from 
Interstate 39 and 55 miles 
from Interstate 90/94.

 Interstate 39 is the 
primary north/south 
highway serving Central 
Wisconsin.  Highways 29, 
10 and 54 provide 
east/west links to major 
markets in WI & MN.

 Commercial air service is 
available through the 
Central Wisconsin 
Regional Airport.  Local 
airports are available in 
Wausau, Marshfield, 
Stevens Point and 
Wisconsin Rapids.

 Rail service is provided 
throughout Central 
Wisconsin by Canadian 
National Rail Service.

Why is this Information Important? 
Electricity/Natural Gas: Wood County is served by a 
combination of investor owned and municipal utilities that 
provide safe and reliable electricity, with flexible rate 
options that result in electric costs that are among the 
lowest in the country.  Natural gas utilities serving the 
area have continued to expand their distribution systems to 
make natural gas available to the entire region, providing 
safe and reliable service at competitive rates. 

Water 
Wisconsin Rapids has a rated capacity of 7/M gallons per 
day; Marshfield’s capacity is 4.5/M.  The wastewater 
treatment plant in Wisconsin Rapids has capacity to treat 
5.16/M gallons of wastewater daily; Marshfield can treat 
4.63/M.  There is ample capacity for both residential and 
industrial expansion. 

Telecommunications Technology 
Wood County is served by leading edge local exchange 
telecommunications companies and all of the major inter-
exchange carriers.  Marshfield is served by Verizon 
Communications and Wisconsin Rapids is served by 
Solarus.  A variety of high-speed options provide both the 
capacity and speed required for information exchange in 
today’s business environment. 
Source: Office of Economic Advisors, Wisconsin Dept. of Workforce 
Development 
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Indicator #9 

Key Facts 

 In 2004, employees 
earned an estimated 
$67/M in wages generated 
from tourist spending in 
Wood County.

 Tourism in Wood County 
in 2004 resulted in 2,873 
full-time equivalent jobs.

 Wood County is able to 
accommodate up to 3500 
visitors in hotels at any 
given time.

 Meetings and conventions 
hosting up to 500 people 
at a single facility can be 
held in Wood County, and 
multiple sites are available 
to accommodate larger 
conventions. 

Why is this Information Important? 
Wood County’s agriculture tourism assets include the 
cranberry industry, farms and dairies, and numerous 
festivals highlighting these unique local features.  These 
tourism assets attract thousands of visitors every year.  
The paper industry and the world famous Marshfield 
Medical Center, two of the area’s largest employers, also 
provide tours and educational opportunities for people 
throughout the state and the nation. 

Diverse Activities Draw Visitors 
Sports, recreation, and cultural activities continue to draw 
visitors to the area as Wood County hosts numerous 
statewide tournaments and cultural events every year.  
Wood County offers several trails suitable for a variety of 
outdoor recreational uses including mountain biking, cross 
country skiing and rollerblading, in addition to being a 
prime golf area in the state. 

The two Convention and Visitors Bureaus in Wood 
County work aggressively to market and promote the 
positive attributes of the area by inviting county residents, 
and those from outside the area, to enjoy and appreciate 
the fine things Wood County has to offer. 

Sources: Wisconsin Department of Tourism, The Economic Impact of 
Expenditures; Marshfield and Wisconsin Rapids Convention & 
Visitors Bureaus
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